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Iran: Woman human rights defender Jina Modares Gorji sentenced to twenty-one years in
prison

On 24 May 2024, Jina Modares Gorji was notified that Branch 1 of the Sanandaj Revolutionary
Court has sentenced her to a total of twenty-one years in prison. In the verdict of the revolutionary
court, the woman human rights defender has been sentenced to ten years in prison on the charge
of “forming groups and association with the intention of disturbing the national security,” ten years
in prison for “collaboration with a hostile government,” and one year in prison on the charge of
“propaganda activities against the state.”

Jina Modares Gorji is a woman human rights defender, book seller, and feminist podcaster and
blogger in Sanandaj, in the Kurdistan province in Iran. Her human rights work includes advocating
for women among the Kurdish community, girls’ rights, and socio-cultural rights via holding book
clubs and writing blogs. She has been arrested several times since September 2022, following the
death of Mahsa (Jina) Amini in the custody of the Iranian morality police .

On 24 May 2024, Jina Modares Gorji was notified that Branch 1 of the Sanandaj Revolutionary
Court has sentenced her to a total of twenty-one years in prison. In the verdict of the revolutionary
court, the woman human rights defender has been sentenced to ten years in prison on the charge
of “forming groups and association with the intention of disturbing the national security”, ten years
in prison for “collaboration with a hostile government”, and one year in prison on the charge of
“propaganda activities against the state.” The ruling does not include a decision on the charges of
“spreading disinformation” and “inciting violence” and has referred the case to Branch 2 of the
Criminal Court. Should this sentence be confirmed, the most severe single sentence of ten years of
prison would be executable for the woman human rights defender under article 134 of Islamic
Penal  Code,  based  on  which,  in  cases  of  multiple  crimes  of  different  types,  the  maximum
punishment will be issued for all of them, but only the most severe punishment will be carried out.
The verdict and sentences, which the woman human rights defender plans to appeal,  includes
exile to Hamedan prison under punitive measures.

On  9  April  2024,  the  last  hearing  occurred  for  the  woman  human  rights  defender.  The
aforementioned  charges  are  related  to  her  peaceful  human  rights  activities,  which  includes
speaking to media, participating in international conferences  and organising activities to promote
women’s rights in the Kurdistan province in Iran. The woman human rights defender was arrested
on 10 April 2023 and was arbitrarily detained for almost three months in solitary condiment and in
the public Womens Ward of Sanandaj prison. She was also denied access to a lawyer. In mid-
February 2023, she was informed that “spreading disinformation” had been added to the previous
charges of “forming groups and association with the intention of disturbing the national security”,
and “propaganda activities against the state”. On 3 July 2023, the woman human rights defender
was released on a bail of one billion IRR. 

In April 2023, Branch 1 of the Sanandaj Public and Revolutionary Court dismissed the lawsuit that
Jina Modares Gorji filed against the physical and verbal assault during her arbitrary arrest. 

On 12  February  2023,  Jina  Modares  Gorji  appeared  with  her  lawyer  before  Branch  1  of  the
Sanandaj Revolutionary Court, where she did not sign the pardon scheme as she stated this would
constitute an acknowledgement that the charges against her human rights work were legitimate.
This scheme was announced by the Iranian judiciary in February 2023 on the occasion of the 44th
anniversary of the Islamic Revolution.

https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/profile/jina-modares-gorji


The woman human rights defender had previously been arrested on 21 September 2022 for her
work and participation in the “Woman, Life, Freedom” protests, and charged with “gathering and
collusion against  the national  security”  and “propaganda activities against  the state.”  She was
released on a bail of 10 billion IRR on 30 October 2022, after going on hunger strike for three days
in protest against the physical assault and detention she endured in the Sanandaj Correctional
Centre.

The prosecution of Jina Modares Gorji is part of a wide crackdown on human rights defenders in
Iran where,  hefty  sentences issued against  human rights defenders on the charge of  “forming
groups and association with the intention of disturbing the national security,”  against groups of
human rights rights defenders reported by Front Line Defenders in April and May 2024.

Front Line Defenders is particularly concerned with the sentencing of the woman human rights
defender Jina Modares Gorji , as it believes the judicial action is in reprisal for her peaceful and
legitimate human rights work.

Front Line Defenders urges the Iranian authorities to:

1. Overturn the convictions against Jina Modares Gorji;

2. Conduct  an  impartial  investigation  into  the  allegations  of  physical  assault  against  the
woman human rights defender Jina Modares Gorji   during arrest and detention, publish
their findings and hold those responsible accountable;

3. Cease targeting human rights defenders in Iran and ensure in all circumstances that they
can carry out their legitimate human rights activities without fear of reprisal and free of all
restrictions, including judicial harassment.

https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/statement-report/four-members-nozhin-socio-cultural-association-sentenced-eleven-years-prison
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/iran-group-human-rights-defenders-gilan-province-sentenced-over-60-years-prison
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/iran-group-human-rights-defenders-gilan-province-sentenced-over-60-years-prison

